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CLAIMS 

1. \A method of registering a satellite telephony user terminal with a 
system cWprising one or more earth stations for commimication with said 
user terminiU via one or more satellites; and one or more switch nodes 
interconnected\herewith by a terrestrial network; the method comprising; 

storing tdfminal data for each terminal indicating a switch node 
allocation mode for'ttie terminal; 

receiving, frorn. the terminal, control data which is not based upon the 
dialled nvimber, specifyii^g a switch node to be used for conmiimication with 
that terminal; and 

allocating that switch Wode as the node via which calls to and from the 
user terminal should be directed Vsing the terminal data and the control data. 

2. The method of claim 1, fiirAer comprising sending, to the terminal, 
said control data to be retransmitted therefrom in future, said control data 
depending upon 

3 . The method of claim 1 , further compri^ng; 
determining whether said data is present, and if not; 
allocating a said switch node on other criter 



4. The method of claim 3, further comprising, in a first allocation mode; 
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\ detennining the position of said user terminal; and 
allocating a said switch node on the basis of said position and that of 
the switclrnodes. 

5. The method of claim 1 , in which the control data comprises; 

an indication of the last switch node allocated to said user terminal. 

6. The method of claim 1 , in which the control data comprises; 

an indication of whether the last switch node allocated to said user 
terminal should be used again or not. 

7. The method of claim k furflier comprising the steps of; 

receiving, from the terminal, data indicative of the identity of the user 
or the user terminal; \ 

detennining therefrom a svvltch node to be used for communication 

with that terminal; and \ 

allocating that switch node as theVnode via which calls to and from the 
user terminal should be directed. \ 

8. A method of registering a satellite telephony user terminal with a 
system comprising one or more earth stations fpr communication with said 
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^er terminal via one or more satellites; and one or more switch nodes 
interconnected therewith by a terrestrial network; the method comprising; 

\ determining whether data has been received from the terminal, which 
is indicative of the identity of the user or the user terminal; 
if so, operating a third switch node allocation mode comprising, 

determining therefrom a switch node to be used for communication 
with that teramial; and 

allocating that switch node as the node via which calls to and from the 
user terminal shouM be directed; 

if not, operating a first switch node allocation mode comprising; 

determining whWer control data (other than the dialled number), has 
been received from the tenninal, which is indicative of a switch node to be 
used for commimication with that tenninal and not of the identity of the user 
or the user terminal; and \ 

allocating that svsdtch noae as the node via which calls to and from the 
user terminal should be directed; \ 

if not, operating a second switch nod^allocation mode comprising; 
allocating a said switch node on\>ther criteria. 

9. A method according to claim 1, in which the one or more satellites 
comprise a constellation of satellites in non-geostationary orbits. 
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dO. A user terminal for a satellite communications system, said terminal 
being operable to transmit control data which is not based upon the dialled 
nunuaer, specifying a switch node to be used for communication with that 
terminaL said data being indicative of the identity of said switch node and not 
of the idemity of the user or the user terminal. 

11. A user\erminal according to claim 10, which is arranged to receive 
said control data)s5tore said control data, and subsequently to transmit said 
stored control data. \ 

12. A network controXcomponent of a mobile satellite communications 
system comprising one or more earth stations for communication with a 
satellite telephony user terminal via one or more satellites and one or more 
switch nodes interconnected tHerewith by a terrestrial network; said 
component being operable to registet a said user terminal with said system; 
the component comprising; \ 

means for receiving, from the termmal, control data which is not based 
upon the dialled number), specifying a Switch node to be used for 
communication with that terminal; and \ 

means for allocating that switch node as 0^ node via which calls to 
and from the user terminal should be directed. \ 
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